
F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E

Date | July 15, 2009

Attn: Entertainment Editor

For More Information Contact:
Shannon Montsinger

(804) 539-1215
smontsinger@comcast.net

First Ever “Richmond Heart & Soul Revue” CD release features famous
Richmond musicians and promises to be a collector’s item
Richmond, Virginia. -- July 15, 2009 -- Start with Steve Bassett & Robbin Thompson as your base, add in Janet Martin & Page
Wilson, toss in some Billy Ray Hatley and Ron Moody, a dash of Ray Pittman and Gayle McGehee and what do you have? The
most awesome musical soup Richmond has ever tasted!

The story begins within the heart and soul of Lawson “Buzz” Montsinger, a Richmond native born and raised with an affinity for
both athletics and music. Buzz grew up to be a football star as co-captain of the UR football team that took the Spiders to the
Tangerine Bowl championship in 1969. All along, he also played saxophone, taking up the instrument at the age of 11 to fit in and
“be cool”. The name change from Lawson to “Buzz” also occurred at that time and has become the moniker by which most every-
one from Richmond to Florida know him best. 

From UR, Buzz was drafted to the Dallas Cowboys where he enjoyed a year of rigorous training camp before pulling his hamstring and ultimately ending his career
in football. When he returned home to Richmond, he threw himself into the entertainment scene, his true love, opening a restaurant in the west end known as
Wimpydiddles. 

Buzz continued to play saxophone and played with the best in town-- Steve Bassett, Robbin Thompson and Ron Moody, among many. He moved to Florida in 1980
and continued to play with a list of well known R&B bands such as Alex Taylor’s band, Noble Thin Man Watts, The Midnight Creepers and Dr. Hector & The Groove
Injectors.

Fast forward forty years to 2006, and you find Buzz back in Richmond taking a fall at a friend’s house that would culminate in a spinal cord injury leaving him para-
lyzed from the neck down. After two and a half months in MCV spinal cord injury rehab, he was able to walk out of the hospital with the use of a cane.

With help from hundreds of friends that came out for the First Annual “Give Love to Buzz” event in July 2003, Montsinger received monetary gifts that aided in the
massive rehab efforts that he would undergo that year and which he still continues today, 3 years later. 

In the spring of 2008, when Montsinger realized he would most likely not regain use his right hand (his saxophone playing hand) he went into the studio with long-
time friend/producer/musician, Bruce Olsen and began sitting in on sessions as a “producer”. 

Together they came up with the idea for an album that would bring back “good ol'’ soul music” that Richmond enjoyed so much of during the days of their youth. They
brought in Steve Bassett and Randy Moss (from Bassett’s current group The Mystic Soul Bubbas), and a backbone of richmond soul musicians  to form the Heart &
Soul Revue band.

Buzz then set about finding the vocalists for a list of songs he had come up with for the album. Ray Pittman, Janet Martin, Page Wilson, Tommy Crowther, Ron Moody,
Steve Bassett, Robbin Thompson, Gayle McGehee and even Montsinger’s own daughter, Shannon Montsinger, agreed to sing the songs.  This was the first time
since the 70’s that Steve Bassett & Robbin Thompson had sung together on an album. The two do a duo rendition of “He Will Break Your Heart.”

What makes the CD even more special is the fact that everyone involved donated their time and talent to the album out of a place of pure love, heart and soul for
Montsinger, who has been a well regarded musician and friend to many Richmonders over the years. It gives true meaning to the term “heart and soul.”

Montsinger is bound and determined to “bring soul back” and this first CD (of many planned for the future) is  his way of doing that.  The CD is titled “Monumental”
which has so many different connotations-- with all of the musicians being from Richmond “city of the monuments,” (Sweet Virginia Breeze) and being such a monu-
mental turning point in the face of Richmond music and for Montsinger, personally-- the name truly fits.

A CD release party is being planned for November 2009.

Please feel free to contact Buzz Montsinger for an interview as he is eager to spread the word and to talk in depth about this Monumental project. 

Visit www.buzzmontsingermusic.com for ongoing updates.
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